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WASI-JINGION, D. C. --- Since the last Legislative Report, a substantial tax in-
crease has been proposed, war erupted in the Middle East, riots have rocked
many of our major cities, the Selective Service Act has been extended for four
years, and the war in Vietnam has continued with little progress. While ¡t is

not possible in this brief space to discuss all of these issues, details on any
measure before Congress may be obtained by writing me in the House Office Build-
¡ng, Washington, D. C. 20515. Your comments and views on matters of importance
to our Nation are appreciated.

PRESIDENT JOHNSON PROPOSES A TAX INCREASE: A number of the Nation's leading
economic experts, including the chairman of the President's Council of Economic
Advisers, recently testified before the Joint Economic Committee, on which I

serve. The most hotly debated topic was the President's recommended tax increase.
Most Committee members felt that Executive'Branch witnesses failed to make a case
for the President's proposed tax surcharge, then at the 6 per cent level. Since
the Committee hearings ended in late June, the President has recommended that the
tax surcharge be raised to 10 per cent, to be levied against both corporate and
individual taxes.

There is continued concern that a tax increase at this time might slow economic
growth at a critical time and reduce anticipated revenue gains. Moreover, many
believe the Administration ought to place greater emphasis on curbing non-essenti-
al government spending, particularly in view of costs of the war ¡n Vietnam. As

reported a year ago, it is my view that priorities in Federal spending must be
established. Regrettably, this has not been done. If the President's tax increase
proposal is accepted by the Congress, it may very well be less than the 10 per cent
requested, and come later than the October deadline set by the Administration.

In an effort to bring about the establishment of priorities and reduce non-essential
Federal spending, I have supported amendments to five of the major omnibus appropri-
ations bills to restrict expenditures to 95 per cent of the total amounts appropriat-
ed. These motions to cut spending were approved by the House in two of the five
instances. The Subcommittee on Economy in Government recently received testimony
which documented a distressing record of careless management in government, especi-
ally in the Department of Defense. Recommendations for remedying many of the prob-
lems uncovered are made in a subcomittee report which is available by writing our
Washington office.

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS: The outbreak of war in the Middle East temporarily jolted the
Administration away from its concentration of effort and attention on Southeast
Asia. In the wake of the swift and decisive Israeli victory, the task of rebuild-
ing after the loss of lives and resources is beginning. This confi ict will either
mark the beginning of a new era of stability or merely another episode in decades
of hostility and unrest. The answer will lie in how these problems are resolved:
right of passage through the Suez and the Gulf of Aqaba, the status of Jerusalem,
security arrangements on Israeli borders, refugee and other economic problems,
and, most important of all, whether or not the hostility of the Arab nations will
be replaced by recognition of Israel and a resolve to find constructive approaches
to the political and economic problems separating the two sides. Progress ¡n find-

ing answers to these vexing questions has been slow, but the path to peace and sta-
bility in the Middle East must be found.
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LEGISLATIVE ACTION: Legislation I have supported included bills to: 1) assist
state and local governments in reducing crime and to increase the effectiveness
and coordination of law enforcement and criminal justice systems at all levels
of government; 2) prescribe Federal penalties for persons who interfere with the
civil rights activities of others, and provide Federal penalties for persons who
move from state to state with intention to incite riots and other civil disturbaices;
3) extend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act; k) revise the Copyright Law;
5) extend the Older Americans Act; 6) extend the Mental Health program; 7) extend
the Higher Education Act; and 8) provide for a comprehensive review of national
water resource problems and programs.

Legislation I have opposed included bills to: 1) increase the debt limit; 2) amend
the Food Stamp Act; 3) revise peanut acreage allotments; k) institute several un-
budgeted public work projects; and 5) the Public Works Appropriations Bill, in the
hope of trimming excessive Federal spending.

LEGISLATION SPONSORED: Part of a Congressman's job involves the identification
of problem areas and the initiation of proposals to resolve them. This year, bills
and resolutions I have sponsored or co-sponsored have included the following:

HUMAN INVESTMENT ACT OF 1967 -- To provide tax incentives for companies
to hire and train unemployed workers lacking skills for available jobs.

NATIONAL HOME OWNERSHIP FOUNDATION ACT -- To promote home ownership
among low-income groups through low-cost financing.

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON PUBLIC MANAGEMENT -- To apply modern systems and
management techniques to national and community problems.

MISCELLANEOUS -- To eliminate the patronage consideration ¡n the appoint-
ment of postmasters; and to permit those receiving Social Security bene-
fits to earn a maximum of $3,600 annually. (Since my bill was introduced,
the House voted to raise the earning limitation from $1,500 to $1,680.)

RUMSFELD AMENDMENTS ON NASA: The House and the Senate have passed, and the Presi-
dent has signed into law, an amendment I offered to the bill authorizing funds for
1968 for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). The Amendment
establishes an Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel to monitor NASA safety activities
in the interest of avoiding accidents such as the tragic Apollo 20k spacecraft
fire of last January which took the lives of three astronauts.

Approval of the safety panel will mark, I believe, the beginning of substantially
improved safety procedures in the U.S. space programs. The proposal was amended
by a House-Senate Conference Committee to permit a minority of the panel members
to be NASA employees, whereas the origina] language would have restricted member-
ship to non-NASA personnel. The importance of a truly independentsafety panel
can be seen in the successful Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards of the
Atomic Energy Commission. Hopefully, the presence of NASA employees on the NSA
safety panel will not impair the panel's ability to objectively analyze safety
hazards in the space program.

CHANGE 0F ADDRESS

Remodel ¡ng of the 60-year
old Cannon Office Building,
now one-half completed, re-
quires us to leave our loca-
tion of five years and move
to Suite 506, Cannon Office
Building, in mid-September.

A second amendment which t offered to the
NASA authorization bill, known as the "in-
formation amendment," was defeated ¡n the
House-Senate Conference. This amendment
charged NASA with the responsibility of
keeping the House and Senate Space Committees
fully and currently informed with respect to
all NASA activities. During hearings to in-
vestigate the Apollo 20k tragedy, it became
clear that the Congress was not receiving
full information from NASA officials. For

example, Congress was unaware of the exis-
tence of the Phillips Report, a document highly critical of NASA operations. It

is vital that the burden for providing information about NASA's programs be placed
upon that agency. Under present law, NASA ¡s simply forbidden from withholding
information from Congress once it is requested, but is under no obligation to pro-

vide information voluntarily. In the case of the Phillips Report, Members of Con-
gress did not know of its existence and therefore were in no position to request
copies of it. I will continue to press for improvements ¡n this important area.
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RIOTS IN THE CITIES: A sumer marked by rioting ¡n many of our Nation's cities
is coming to a close. While it ¡s tempting and obviously fashionable to strike
out with words of blame, rhetoric will not bring order or restore Detroit, Newark,
or the other communities hit by violence and lawlessness. Unfortunately, many of
our Nation's leaders--in government, religion, and other fields--have attempted
to divert responsibility for strife in the cities by blaming others in shrill tones.
Neither disobedience to law nor the basic causes for the rioting will be checked by
angry accusations, gimmickry, acquiescence, or inattention. There is ample evidence
that our society as a whole has failed to deal effectively with both lawlessness
and the causes of the urban problems facing us. It has become increasingly appar-
ent that such problems require the direct involvement of all sectors of society--
the voluntary sector, the private sector, Federal, state, and local governments,
but, above all, the individual.

It is considerably easier to
look to everyone but oneself
for blame or responsibility.
However, the strength and
hope of our Nation is in the
people--individuals--and it
is here, in the last analysis,
that we will win or lose the
battle to strengthen our sys-
tem and to enrich our lives
and the lives of our fellow
citizens. It is within our
power to do what we will with
the great human and economic
resources of this land. If we
have done less than we would
wish, as the riots indicate,
we must look to ourselves for
the reasons. If we would do
better in the future, we must
look to ourselves for the ans-
we rs.

SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT: When the director of the Defense Department's Manpower
Office testified before the Joint Economic Committee in April, I questioned him
concerning the Department's attitude on increasing the proportion of volunteers
in the armed forces. He stated: "I can say categorically--and this is on the
record--that the Department of Defense has had as its objective to obtain as many
or all of its personnel through voluntary means." Notwithstanding this position
of the Department, by the President, and the Democratic and Republican 1961+ plat-

form promises, the Military Selective Service Act of 1967 was totafly devoid of
any attempt to increase the number of volunteers for military service.

The House version of the Act contained my amendment to declare the sense of Con-
gress that "the obligation of serving in the armed forces should be enforced
through the provisions of this Act only when necessary to insure the security
of this Nation." However, the House-Senate Conference Committee deleted this
amendment, seemingly indicating a Congressional preference for compulsion in
military service, regardless of need. Much that could have been done to improve
the Selective Service Act was not done, to the discredit of both the Executive and
the Legislative Branches of the Federal Government. Copies of my testimony before
the House Armed Services Committee are available through my office.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION: The Federal Public Records Law (P.L. 89-1+87), which I co-

sponsored, took effect on July k, 1967. This "Freedom of Information" law reasserts
the fundamental right of the American people to know what their Federal government
is doing. It provides that government records are to be made available at the re-
quest of any citizen, and gives a person wrongfully denied access to information
the right to go to court for an immediate ruling.

The new law will not work miracles overnight. It may have little impact on the
"Credibility Gap." But the law is a weapon--and a powerful one--which will help
to reduce unwarranted secrecy in government. How well it will work will depend
on how effectively the people, the press, and the Congress use it as a guarantee
of the right to know.

PICTURED WITH ME ABOVE ARE THE YOUNG MEN AND
WOMEN WHO SERVED AS ''CONGRESSIONAL INTERNS"
IN OUR WASHINGTON OFFICE THIS SUMMER.
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CONGRESSIONAL ASSISTANCE: Members of Congress frequently receive appeals from
individuals, organizations, and municipalities for assistance of one kind or
another. Some types of assistance can be provided--other types cannot.

It ¡s my belief that a Congressman has a duty to assist where possible in making
the relationship between a citizen and his Government fair and workable, for
there are times, in the impersonality of Government, when the Congressman serves
as the only personal link between a constituent and an Executive Branch Depart-
ment. But occasions and situations arise when ¡t is improper, and, in some in-
stances, illegal, for a Member of Congress to attempt to influence governmental
dec s ions.

Members of Congress are legislators--not executives or administrators. Their
basic responsibility is the drafting and passing of legislation. The Executive
Branch has the responsibility of administering those laws. There are many areas
¡n which a Congressman can assist-- in cutting red tape, in helping to correct
administrative errors, or in expediting action when it is unduly delayed.

Because of the misunderstandings which arise from time to time, I appeared before
the Joint Committee on the Organization of Congress and recommended that "the
policy of encouraging or assisting Members of Congress in the announcement of
Federal grants, contracts, or projects ¡n their states or districts be terminated..,
To encourage or assist Members ¡n making initial announcements of Federal grants,
projects, and particularly Federal contracts, leaves at least a shadow of ques-
tion as to whether or not the contract or project was awarded solely, as it should
have been, on factors such as cost, performance, and national interest.H

ACADEMY APPOINTMENTS: Congratula-
tions are in order for the young men
from the 13th District who earned
appointment to the U.S. service aca-
demies and who commenced their studies
this June: U.S. AIR FORCE ACADEMY --
Lawrence F. Blameuser, Jr., Skokie;
Steven DeHaven, Mt. Prospect; Charles
E. Dehlinger, Evanston; John Ekeberg,
Palatine; Gerald Lemke, Wheeling; Casey
Scott, Wilmette. U.S. MILITARY ACA-
DEMY -- Richard J. Appleton, Mt. Pros-
pect; Brian Bruckner, Niles; Ford C.
Droegemueller, Arlington Heights;
Christopher B. Timmers, Wheeling;
Mark M. Weiman, Evanston. U.S. NAVAL
ACADEMY -- Jeffrey Currie, Evanston;
Thomas R. Dussman, Jr., Winnetka;
Charles L. Keating, Arlington Heights.

CONGRESSIONAL REFORM

The Congress continues to procras-
tinate on Congressional Reform. A

year ago, the Joint Committee on the
Organization of Congress issued its
final report making numerous recom-
mendations for improving the oper-
ating procedures of the House and
Senate. These reforms, embodied in
the Legislative Reorganization Act,
are still bottled up in the House
Rules Committee. The House Leader-
ship shows little interest in bring-
ing this urgently needed legislation
before the House for consideration.

U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACADEMY -- Scott K. Summers, Wilmette. Those interested in
applying for academy nominations for classes beginning in June 1968 may write to
my office for full details.

VISITORS AND LETTERS: Visitors to Washington from the 13th District are always
welcome in our office in the House Office Building. If you are planning a trip
to the Nation's Capital, write ahead and let us know you are coming. In this
way, we may be able to assist in making your visit a more enjoyable one. Also,

your letters are always welcome. Our Washington office is open daily from 8:00 A.M.
to 6:00 P.M. and generally later. If you communicate with the office and do not
receive a response within a week, please write again. We have discovered instances
where mail has not reached the office or where it has been delayed. Since we respond
to some 600 letters a week, and receive hundreds of pieces of non-letter mail in ad-
dition, there is always the possibility that a letter may go astray in the Postal
Service or in the Congressional posta] facilities. I look forward to hearing from
you.
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Organization of Congress issued its 
f i nal report making nume rous recom
mendations for improving the ope r
ating procedures of the House and 
Senate. These reforms, embod ied in 
the Legislative Reorganization Act, 
are still bottled up in t he House 
Rules Committee. The House Leader
ship shows 1 ittle interest in bring
ing thi s urgently needed legislation 
before the House fo r consideration. 

U.S. MERCHANT MARINE ACAD EMY -- Scott K. Summers, Wilmette. Those interested in 
app l y i ng f or academy nominat ions for classes beginning in J une 1968 may write to 
my office for f u l l deta i ls . 

VISITORS AND LETTERS: Visitors to Washin gt on f rom the 13th Di s trict are always 
welcome in our office i n the Hou se Off ice Bu i lding. If you a re planning a trip 
to the Nation1s Capital , write ahead and let us know you a re com i ng. In th is 
way, we may be abl e to assi st in making your visit a more enjoyabl e one . Also, 
your letters a re a lways we l come . Our Wash ington off ice is open dai ly from 8:00 A.M. 
t o 6:00 P.M. and gene ra l ly later . If you communicate wi t h t he offi ce and do not 
receive a response with i n a week, pl ease wr i t e again. We have discovered i nstances 
where mail has not reached t he off ice o r whe re i t has been delayed. Since we respond 
t o some 600 lette r s a week, and rece ive hundreds of p ieces of non- l et t er ma il in ad
di t ion, the re i s always t he pos s ibi l ity that a lette r may go a s t r ay in t he Posta l 
Serv ice or in t he Congres si onal pos tal f acilities. I look forwa rd to hea ring f rom 
you. 




